
Butterfly  
Gardens 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǇƻƭƭƛƴŀǘƻǊǎΚ 
The health of pollinator species is at risk. Improving the health of bees and other pollinators is a neces-
sity. Without pollinators, much of the food we eat and the natural habitats we enjoy would not exist. In 
Canada, bees are the most common pollinator, but others include butterflies, moths, wasps, flies, some 
beetles and hummingbirds. These pollinators transfer pollen in and between flowers while visiting dif-
ferent plants for food, mating, shelter and collecting nesting materials ς this process is known as polli-
nation. 
 

The declining health of pollinators is due to a number of factors including: 

¶ habitat and nutrition 

¶ pesticide exposure 

¶ diseases, pests and genetics 

¶ climate change 
 

What can you do to help? 
Muskoka Conservancy planted a pollinator garden at Huntsville Public School and we want to empower 
you! Creating space for pollinators on your property is EASY! There are a variety of plant species that 
are native to Muskoka that can be incorporated into an existing garden, or it is also very simple to cre-
ate your own garden ς large or small ς to enhance the natural environment on your property. 

1. Plant native wildflowers and shrubs 

2. Choose a sunny spot 

3. Provide water 

4. Provide flat rocks for basking 

5. Leave natural areas on your  

  property undisturbed 

6. Big or small, every plant counts! 

7. 5ƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜǎκƛƴǎŜŎǘƛŎƛŘŜǎ 

8. Extend blooming seasonτchoose 

wildflowers wisely 

9. Leave fallen leaves for nesting and 

overwintering 

10. Be patient! 

Top 10 tips for building your own 

backyard butterfly garden  



#MuskokaConservancy 

@MuskokaHeritage 

@MuskokaConservancy 

What plants do I choose? 
There are a variety of native plants that will attract pollinator species 
to your Muskoka garden. It is important to take note of the location 
on your property that you are planting (example: sun vs. shade) and 
to consider planting a variety of species that bloom at different 
times of the year. Common Milkweed 

Here is a list of native wildflowers and shrubs that you can start planting: 

For more information, please visit 

www.muskokacoservancy.org 

Keep us informed 
with your butterfly 
garden projects! 

IN PARTNERSHIP  
WITH... 

Butterfly Gardens 


