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 Soil/Drainage Sun Mature 
height 

Planting location Fruits & Flowers Deer resistant? 

Serviceberry moist FS 5 - 10 m open rocky sites small white flowers, small purple fruits no 

Red osier dogwood dry to moist FS to PSh 3 m open woodlands, streams and 
bordering swamps 

small white flowers, white berries no 

Bush honeysuckle dry to moist PSh 1 m forested sites yellow flowers no 

Northern wild raisin dry to moist FS 5 m hardwood stands to conifer 
swamps 

small white flowers, blue/black berries in fall no 

Pussy willow moist FS 2 – 6 m wet areas, roadside ditches catkins (male catkins are the ornamental ones) yes 

Common ninebark dry to fresh FS 2 to 3 m shores of rivers or lakes, edges of 
thickets 

white lowers in clusters in summer ?? 

White snowberry dry FS 1 m sandy or rocky open areas small pink or white flowers in summer, fruits small 
white berries 

no 

Pagoda dogwood dry to fresh FS/PSh 4 - 6 m thickets, open woods, hillsides small white flowers in spring, dark blue berries in 
late summer 

no 

Beaked hazel dry to moist FS to FSh 3 - 4 m all stand types, except nutrient 
poor black spruce organic sites 

catkins in spring, produces round, hard-shelled 
nuts in fall 

no 

Common elderberry wet/moist FS to PSh 3 m swamps, roadsides, forest edges small white flowers, purple/black round berry-like 
drupes in fall  

no 

Ostrich fern moist PSh/S 1.5 m moist forested sites, along streams 
and riverbanks 

fruiting stalks; spreads by underground rhizomes yes 

Marginal wood fern dry to moist PSh/S 75 cm upland hardwood forests spore clusters on underside of leaves yes 

Maidenhair fern fresh to moist PSh/S 60 cm loamy to clayey upland tolerant 
hardwood stands 

spore clusters along upper margin of sub-leaflets, 
turns golden in fall 

yes 

Christmas fern fresh to moist PSh to FS 10 - 60 cm tolerant hardwood stands Spore clusters on underside of leaflets yes 

Blue cohosh dry to moist PSh/S .3 to .8 m hardwood forests small flowers in early spring; 2 berry like seeds yes 

Big bluestem Dry FS 1 - 2 m meadows, fields, open areas blooms late summer yes 

Round-lobed hepatica dry to moist PS 5 to 15 cm hardwood forests blue, pink or white flowers in early spring ?? 

New England aster dry to fresh FS 1.5 m open areas, fields, roadsides purple flowers in late summer yes 

Jack-in-the-pulpit fresh to moist PSh 60 cm open moist woods, swampy areas purplish “spathe and spadix” in spring yes 

Canada mayflower dry to moist FS to PSh 25 cm all soil textures and stand types  small white flowers, 4 petals bloom May/June, 
speckled red round berries ripen in July 

no 

Wild beebalm dry to fresh FS to PSh 1 m tolerant, prefers well drained soils, 
not particular to soil type 

Fragrant pink flowers from mid-summer to fall, 
attract pollinators 

yes 

Purple coneflower dry to moist FS 1 m tolerant, adaptable to dry and 
moist conditions 

lightly scented large purple/pink flowers with 
bronze eyes at the end of stems, attract pollinators 

yes 



 Drainage Sun Mature 
height 

Planting location Fruits & Flowers Deer resistant? 

Wintergreen dry to fresh FS to Sh 5 - 15 cm rocky to clayey upland sites, also 
wet organic sites 

White urn-shaped flowers with 5 lobes in June, 
round, berry-like capsule in September 

no 

White trillium moist to dry PS to Sh 20 - 40 cm sandy/coarse loamy tolerant 
hardwood stands 

White to pinkish flowers in May no 

Red trillium moist to dry PS to Sh 15 - 40 cm sandy/coarse loamy tolerant 
hardwood stands and swamps 

Maroon-red flowers in May no 

Sneezeweed moist FS 60 cm -1 m requires a damp site Yellow, daisy-like flowers with fan shaped disks 
flowering in late summer, attract pollinators 

?? 

Wild leek fresh to moist FS to PSh 15 - 60 cm loamy to clayey tolerant hardwood 
stands, moderate calcareous sites 

White flowers in terminal clusters in June/July yes 

Bottle gentain moist/wet PSh to Sh 30 - 60 cm shaded sites, shores, damp 
meadows 

Purpleish flowers stay closed and bloom August to 
October 

?? 

Sweet oxeye dry to moist FS to PSh 50-150 cm woodland, forest edge, meadow yellow/orange flowers, bloom June to September, 
attract pollinators 

yes 

Blue flag iris moist/wet FS to PSh 60 - 90 cm prefers average to wet conditions, 
tolerates standing water, shoreline 

blue/violet, flag-like flowers with yellow at the 
ends of stems in mid spring 

yes 

Wild geranium moist PSh to Sh 30 - 60 cm tolerant, woodland edges, dappled 
meadows, woodland edges 

showy pink five petaled flowers in clusters of 2-5 at 
the ends of branches, bloom April to July 

?? 

Fireweed dry to moist FS to PSh 2 m Upland pine, intolerant hardwood 
mixedwood stands, roadsides 

deep pink, purplish, bloom July/August, attract 
pollinators 

no 

Virginia mountain mint moist FS to PSh 60 - 90 cm stream edges, moist bluffs tiny, white, mint-like flowers, arranged in small, 
dense clusters, bloom July/August 

?? 

Cardinal flower fresh to moist PS 90 cm adaptable, prefers rich soils, 
shorelines 

showy scarlet flowers in mid summer/fall ?? 

White pine moist to dry FS up to 30 m upland sites, occasionally lowland cones yes 

Red pine well to 
moderate 

FS up to 24 m upland sites cones yes 

White spruce well to 
moderate 

FS up to 24 m upland sites cones yes 

White cedar poor FS to PSh up to 15 m upland or lowland sites cones no 

Red oak well to 
moderate 

FS to PSh up to 24 m shallow upland sites acorns no 

White birch moist to dry FS to PSh Up to 24 m upland or lowland sites catkins no 

American highbush 
cranberry 

moist to dry FS to PSh 3 to 4 m cool open woods, along streams, 
around swamps 

white flowers in clusters, red fruits no 

Nannyberry wet to moist FS to PSh 6 m Swamps and marshes, along sores 
and edges of thickets and woods 

white, sweet-scented flowers,  no 

 


